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Hello everyone and thank you for joining us today for another session of the Nurse-Led Forum for Vaccine Confidence.

In this session, we will discuss the integrated addiction medical home model and the services that Stepworks Recovery Centers provides. Presenters will evaluate the statistics regarding the impact of COVID on addiction recovery and the addiction population both in Kentucky and nationwide. Attendees will be able to participate in a panel discussion featuring two nurse practitioners and two peer support specialists.


I’m Monica Harmon, a public health nurse, educator, and researcher. I will be moderating today’s session. 




The National Nurse-Led Care Consortium (NNCC) is a non-profit membership
organization that supports nurse-led care and nurses at the front lines of care.

NNCC supports comprehensive, community-based primary care and public
health nursing through policy and advocacy, program development and
management, technical assistance and support, and direct, nurse-led healthcare
services.
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The National Nurse-Led Care Consortium is a nonprofit member-supported organization working to strengthen community health through quality, compassionate, and collaborative nurse-led care.  

NNCC represents the intersection of nurse-led primary care and public health.

Our mission is to advance nurse-led health care through policy, consultation, and programs to reduce health disparities and meet people’s primary care and wellness needs. 

NNCC is an affiliate of the Public Health Management Corporation. 




Question & Answer
• Click Q&A and type your questions into 

the open field. 
• The Moderator will either send a typed 

response or answer your questions live at 
the end of the presentation.

Continuing Education Credits
• Please complete the evaluation survey 

after today’s training. 
• Certificate will arrive within 4 weeks of 

completing the survey.

Housekeeping Items
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Before we get started, I would like to first review a couple housekeeping items.  
All attendees on today’s webinar will be in listen-only mode.
Please feel free to submit questions throughout today’s session. You may use the chat box or Q&A function. Questions provided here will be addressed in the Q&A segment. For any questions we do not get to, we will forward these to our speakers for their input. 

1 CNE credit will be offered for this webinar.  

For those seeking Continuing Education Credits, please be sure to complete the evaluation survey. A link will be provided following today’s session. Once the evaluation is completed, the certificate will be sent directly to your email from Clinical Director's Network within four weeks.




● Empower nurses with necessary information to engage care teams and
communities about COVID-19 vaccines.

● Provide learning opportunities to share up-to-date guidance, support peer
engagement among nursing colleagues, and strengthen the nursing role.

● Amplify the nursing voice by featuring nurse champions through our
podcast and other media outlets.

COVID Vaccine 
Project Goals
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NNCC is partnering with the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) to build COVID-19 vaccine confidence among nurses and the communities they serve. 

Through this project, we aim to:
Empower nurses with the necessary information to engage with care teams and communities about COVID-19 vaccines;
Provide learning opportunities to share up-to-date guidance and support peer engagement among nursing colleagues; and
Amplify the nursing voice by featuring everyday nurse champions through our podcast and other media.

Please visit nurseledcare.org to learn more. 




Nurse-Led Forum for Vaccine Confidence

Our aims are to create a monthly forum to:
 Explore questions around vaccine hesitancy 
 Share strategies for building confidence in COVID-19 vaccines among 

nurses and communities they serve
 Learn perspectives from the field and promising practices for vaccine 

communications, partnerships, and decision-making

5

This webinar was funded in part by a cooperative agreement with the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (grant number NU50CK000580). The Centers for Disease
Control and Prevention is an agency within the Department of Health and Human Services (HHS). The contents of this resource center do not necessarily represent the
policy of CDC or HHS, and should not be considered an endorsement by the Federal Government.
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This session is part of our monthly webinar series.

We intend to create a space for open, honest discussion to explore questions around vaccine hesitancy and share strategies for building confidence in COVID-19 vaccines.

We hope you’ll join us to hear perspectives from the field and learn promising practices for vaccine communications, partnerships, and decision-making.

We will do our best to respond to your questions in the forum. While we may not have all the answers, we DO commit to sharing resources and guidance as they become available. 

To promote a learning, collegial  atmosphere, we will call all participants and panelists by their first names.




COVID-19 
UPDATES & 
RESOURCES
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And now for a few updates and review of resources.



March 29, 2022: Updated Booster Guidance

Image: Public Health Communications Collaborative @PH_Comms

Some individuals 
now have the 
option to receive a 
second booster 
dose using the 
Pfizer-BioNTech or 
Moderna COVID-19 
vaccine.
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Following the FDA’s regulatory action on March 29, the CDC has updated its COVID-19 vaccination guidance to give some individuals the option to receive a second booster dose using an mRNA COVID-19 vaccine.

People who are eligible include:
Those 50 years and older and received any brand of COVID-19 booster dose at least 4 months ago.
Those 12 years and older who are moderately or severely immunocompromised and received any booster dose at least 4 months ago.
Those 18 and older who previously received the J&J/Janssen COVID-19 vaccine for both the primary dose and first booster dose, are now able to receive an mRNA COVID-19 booster dose at least 4 months after their J&J/Janssen booster.
Also please note the CDC’s language around vaccinations. As of April 2,
A person is fully vaccinated two weeks after receiving all recommended doses in the primary series of their COVID-19 vaccination.
A person is up to date with their COVID-19 vaccination if they have received all recommended doses in the primary series and one booster when eligible. Getting a second booster is not necessary to be considered up to date at this time.

https://nurseledcare.phmc.org/covid-info/latest-covid-news/item/1237-updated-covid-19-booster-guidance.html 



Phase 2/3 KidCOVE study of the Moderna 
COVID-19 vaccine

• ~ 6,700 participants aged 6 months to under 6 years 
were enrolled

• Two doses of 25 µg provided similar immunogenicity 
to the 100 µg two-dose primary series in adults ages 
18 to 25 years

• Vaccine efficacy in children 6 months to 2 years was 
43.7% and vaccine efficacy in the 2 to under 6 years 
age group was 37.5% 

• No severe COVID-19 disease was observed in either 
age group

Study Findings:

Image: Verywell Health
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MODERNA ANNOUNCES ITS COVID-19 VACCINE PHASE 2 STUDY IN CHILDREN 6 MONTHS to 6 YEARS HAS SUCCESSFULLY MET ITS objective.

This interim analysis showed a robust neutralizing antibody response in both age groups after a 25 µg two-dose primary series of mRNA-1273 along with a favorable safety profile. Based on these data, Moderna will submit a request for authorization of a 25 μg two-dose primary series of mRNA-1273 for children 6 months to under 6 years of age to the U.S. Food and Drug Administration (FDA) and other global regulators in the coming weeks.

If authorized, Moderna’s vaccine will be the first to help protect the youngest group of children, who have remained vulnerable to infection throughout the pandemic.

https://investors.modernatx.com/news/news-details/2022/Moderna-Announces-its-COVID-19-Vaccine-Phase-23-Study-in-Children-6-Months-to-Under-6-Years-Has-Successfully-Met-Its-Primary-Endpoint/default.aspx?ACSTrackingID=USCDC_2175-DM79085&ACSTrackingLabel=Partnering%20for%20Vaccine%20Equity%20Network%20Digest%20-%204%2F5%2F2022&deliveryName=USCDC_2175-DM79085 

https://www.verywellhealth.com/moderna-to-request-authorization-for-covid-19-vaccine-to-kids-under-6-5223673


HRSA’s Uninsured Program
HRSA’s COVID-19 Coverage Assistance Fund

Providers should consult with the CDC regarding their 
contractual requirements as part of the COVID-19 
Vaccination Provider Program Agreement. 

Alternative resources for uninsured individuals who need 
COVID-19 services or other health care coverage include:

• Medicaid enrollment
• Healthcare marketplace enrollment
• COVIDtests.gov
• HRSA.gov – Find a Health Center

COVID-19 Claims Reimbursement to Health Care 
Providers and Facilities
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The HRSA Uninsured Program provides claims reimbursement to health care providers for COVID testing, treatment, and vaccine administration to uninsured individuals, including undocumented immigrants. Since the beginning of the pandemic, the program has provided about $19 billion in reimbursement for COVID-19 related uninsured claims.

HRSA’s COVID-19 Coverage Assistance Fund provides claims reimbursement at the national Medicare rate for eligible health care providers administering vaccines to underinsured individuals. 
Due to insufficient federal funding at this time, the Uninsured Program and COVID-19 Coverage Assistance Fund have stopped accepting claims for testing, treatment, and vaccinations. 
Although all providers must continue to provide vaccines at no cost, some providers may start billing patients for other COVID-related services, while others may stop providing the services altogether. 
The current supply of tests, treatments, and vaccines that have already been purchased by the federal government will remain free to people regardless of insurance status. Without additional federal funding however, uninsured individuals would likely need to pay out of pocket for testing and treatment services and/or safety-net providers would have to absorb the cost of providing these services without a reimbursement mechanism. 

Providers should consult with the CDC regarding their contractual requirements as part of the COVID-19 Vaccination Provider Program Agreement. 

To protect the uninsured an underinsured populations from these changes, please be aware of the alternative resources such as Medicaid and lower cost health insurance plans.

https://www.kff.org/coronavirus-covid-19/issue-brief/implications-of-the-lapse-in-federal-covid-19-funding-on-access-to-covid-19-testing-treatment-and-vaccines/ 


https://www.hrsa.gov/coviduninsuredclaim?ACSTrackingID=USCDC_2175-DM79085&ACSTrackingLabel=Partnering%20for%20Vaccine%20Equity%20Network%20Digest%20-%204%2F5%2F2022&deliveryName=USCDC_2175-DM79085
https://www.hrsa.gov/covid19-coverage-assistance
https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/covid-19/vaccination-provider-support.html#provider-agreement
https://www.medicaid.gov/about-us/beneficiary-resources/index.html
https://www.healthcare.gov/
https://www.covidtests.gov/
https://findahealthcenter.hrsa.gov/


COVID-19 by County

https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/your-health/covid-by-county.html
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The COVID-19 Community Levels by County is an important tool to help communities decide what prevention steps to take based on the latest data.  Please search your area periodically and stay updated on the levels where you live and work.



https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/your-health/covid-by-county.html


The CDC’s Community Levels and Indicators
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As a reminder, here are the recommended precautions to take at each Community transmission level.
Staying up-to-date with vaccinations continues to be the best way to prevent infection and transmission of COVID-19 in your community. People living across all community levels should stay up to date with their vaccinations.
The CDC supports individuals and communities who choose to continue to mask and take higher precautions across all Community Levels (due to higher risk, personal need, or choice) 

https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/your-health/covid-by-county.html 




Additional Resources:

• Quarantine and Isolation Calculator (CDC)

• https://publichealthcollaborative.org/misinformation-alerts/
(Public Health Communications Collaborative)

• FACT SHEET: The Biden Administration Accelerates Whole-of-
Government Effort to Prevent, Detect, and Treat Long COVID
(The White House)
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CDC’s Quarantine and Isolation Calculator:
The CDC updated its Quarantine and Isolation page on March 22. They now have an interactive calculator that asks you questions about your exposure to someone who has COVID, your symptoms, and your vaccination status. The calculator generates a personal response based on your answers. This will hopefully make it easier for people to take the proper precautions and to stop the spread of COVID if they become infected.
Misinformation Alerts: 
The Public Health Communications Collaborative compares media data, such as social media and online news sources, with fact checking organizations to provide an accurate list of current misinformation. For example, they posted a timely alert in March identifying false claims about rising myocarditis cases. Please refer to this resource for help debunking myths about the vaccine. 
The White House announcement on Tuesday 4/5
The White House Administration announced that it will collaborate with the healthcare industry to accelerate clinical support and best practices and to expand access to high-quality care in communities across the country who are being impacted by the long-term effects of COVID-19. This includes people experiencing Long COVID, individuals who are dealing with a COVID-related loss, and people who are experiencing mental health and substance use issues related to the pandemic. 


https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/your-health/quarantine-isolation.html
https://publichealthcollaborative.org/misinformation-alerts/
https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefing-room/statements-releases/2022/04/05/fact-sheet-the-biden-administration-accelerates-whole-of-government-effort-to-prevent-detect-and-treat-long-covid/


Joyce Johnson, MSN, APRN, 
AGNP-C, CARN-AP
Clinical Director of 

Outpatient Services, 
Stepworks Recovery Centers

Jen Cothern, DNP, FNP-C
Primary Care Provider, 

Stepworks Recovery 
Centers

Speakers
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And now, I’m excited to introduce today’s speakers! Joyce is a Drexel Alum, like Monica and many of our NNCC staff.

Joyce is a graduate of University of Louisville's Masters in Nursing program with a concentration in Adult-Geriatric Primary Care.  She also earned a post-graduate certificate in Substance Use Disorder Treatment from Drexel University and is board certified in both Adult Geriatric Primary Care and Addictions Nursing. She currently serves as part-time clinical faculty at the University of Louisville and provides primary care, behavioral healthcare, and infectious disease treatment to patients who have addictions and their loved ones.  She is active in advocacy work and has worked with federal legislators on opioid legislation, participated in round table discussions on the opioid epidemic, and has presented to the National Academies of Science, Engineering, and Medicine.

Jen graduated from the University of Louisville with a Doctor of Nursing Practice degree in 2019. She currently works full-time as a primary care provider in Elizabethtown, KY. The majority of her patient population has been affected by substance use, directly or indirectly. Aside from providing primary care, she also provides behavioral healthcare and infectious disease treatment. She recently started to participate in the Extension for Community Healthcare Outcomes (ECHO) Hepatitis C program hosted by Indiana University to better serve her patients. 



Ursula Davidson
Adult Peer Support 

Specialist, Stepworks
Recovery Centers

Michael Kunick
Peer Support Specialist, 

Stepworks Recovery 
Centers

Speakers
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We are also joined by two panelists members, who we will get to hear from in the Q&A session following the presentation.

Ursula is an Adult Peer Support Specialist with Stepworks Recovery Centers.  She has struggled with addiction throughout her life and is currently four years into her recovery. She recently started college and has obtained her Peer Support Specialist certification.  Ursula’s goal for the future is to become a drug and alcohol counselor with a focus on helping women achieve their full potential in recovery while continuing to grow personally.  Ursula’s focus is becoming better today than yesterday and loving God with all her heart. 

Michael first began his recovery journey in 2007, when he obtained 6.5 years of sobriety. During this time, he obtained his HVAC Journeyman’s License and certification, EPA certification while working towards an Associates Degree in applied science. While working, Michael suffered a back injury, taking him back into his addiction. He spent several years struggling to obtain the sobriety he once had, attempting to detox himself at home many times with no success. After years of substance use and trouble, Michael made his way into long term treatment. It was there that he found himself and hope for his future, as well as what seemed to be the missing factor for him, his spirituality. After completing treatment, Michael was offered a position as an intern at the same facility that brought him back to life. Today, Michael works at Intensive Health as a peer support specialist, where he continues to live out his passion of helping others and giving them the confidence and hope to believe that like him, they too can be successful and make positive changes in their lives.



COVID and 
Addiction Recovery
Experiences of an integrated addiction 

medical home



What is Intensive Health?
● Integrated Addiction Medical Home

○ Rural Health Clinic
○ Specialize in people with history of substance use, active substance use, and family and friends 

who have been impacted by substance use
● Services provided:

○ Primary care for adults
○ Behavioral Healthcare
○ Individual and Group counseling
○ Hepatitis C treatment
○ HIV PrEP and PEP, STI treatment
○ Deprescribing
○ Outpatient detox
○ Peer Support
○ Case Management
○ COVID testing and immunizations



Staff at Intensive Health
● 1 Family Nurse Practitioner
● 1 Dual certified Adult Primary Care and Addiction Nurse Practitioner
● 1 Dual certified Family Medicine and Addiction Physician
● 1 Dual certified Psychiatry and Addiction Physician
● 1 Licensed Professional Clinical Counselor (LPCC)
● 3 Peer Support Specialists
● Clinical and Administrative Support Staff



Also in the Stepworks organization
● 6 residential addiction and dual diagnosis treatment centers
● Sober living community
● Intensive Outpatient Program
● Partial Hospitalization Program



What impact has COVID had?
● Since the onset of COVID, overdose fatalities increased in Kentucky by almost 

50%. Highest number of overdose deaths ever recorded in USA
○ KY’s overdose trend was declining prior to COVID

● Significant amount of relapse
○ Associated with isolation and closure of in-person social supports. Have seen rise in virtual 

meetings and telehealth counseling.
○ Associated with grief and trauma related to loss of friends and family to overdose and COVID

● Rise in illicit fentanyl, methamphetamine, cocaine, and heroin use
● Delayed medical, behavioral, and addiction care. Impaired ability to practice 

social distancing.
● According to NIDA, substance use increases risk of severe COVID and death 

from COVID 
○ 1.5 times more likely to contract COVID. 
○ More likely to develop breakthrough infection after vaccination.



How have patients been affected?
● Dramatic increase in overdose fatalities.
● Active patients doubled.
● New patients per week more than doubled.
● Increase in patients who are houseless and who are food insecure.
● Significant increase in illicit fentanyl seizures including pills made to look 

like oxycodone and Xanax. Other areas have pills made to look like 
Adderall as well.
○ Drugs are being delivered via the mail.
○ We are located in a High Intensity Drug Trafficking Area.
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How have my patients been affected?
● A patient in recovery had a delayed diagnosis of metastatic pancreatic and bile 

duct cancer due to COVID and had to return to opioid pain management.
● A patient in recovery lost his father and uncle within weeks of each other.  

Thankfully, he had a good support system and was able to maintain his 
recovery.

● A patient newly in sobriety lost his mother to COVID. As a silver lining to a 
tragic situation, he was pleased she got to see him sober before she passed.

● A patient in recovery relapsed, developed suicidal ideation, and had several 
inpatient psychiatric stays.  

● A long-time member of the recovery community relapsed and lost her life 
partly due to the isolation associated with COVID.  This sent waves through the 
entire recovery community. 



Q&A

22
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Thank you to our wonderful speakers and to our audience! Now let’s move into our Q&A portion. 



Register Here
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Before we sign off, we wanted to share upcoming training opportunities!

NNCC will be offering a 4-part FREE online educational series for nurses to learn strategies, tools, and resources related to advocacy, particularly in light of the lessons learned from the ongoing COVID-19 pandemic. 

Each session provides attendees with 1.5 Continuing Education Credits. The series will begin on April 14. You can register on a rolling basis after the series begins, but we encourage people to try to attend our first session! Our speaker, Lacey Eden, was recognized as a CDC Immunization Champion in 2017 and received the NAP-NAP’s Shuren Grassroots Award for her work on immunization policy in Utah.

We will kick off our first session on April 14th by discussing the importance of nurses’ involvement in policy efforts and provide a step-by-step understanding of the legislative process from a bill being introduced to a bill being passed.

[Drop registration link in chat] - https://nurseledcare.phmc.org/training/item/1234-nurse-led-advocacy-learning-collaborative-series.html  

https://nurseledcare.phmc.org/training/item/1234-nurse-led-advocacy-learning-collaborative-series.html
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You can also check out NNCC’s 6-episode podcast series on vaccine confidence. 

The vaccine confidence series is a part of the “At the Core of Care” podcast, which is available on most podcast streaming services, including Apple, Stitcher, and Spotify.

The series features nurse champions sharing their experiences with the vaccine, and the goal is to support nurses and communities in conversations to promote vaccine confidence and to support public health. Our 6th  episode will be released on Monday April 11th 




https://www.paactioncoalition.org/about/podcast.html


https://vaccinetoolkit.phmc.org/
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NNCC launched a national campaign #NursesMakeChangeHappen and a COVID Vaccine Toolkit designed to give you the tools to support immunization in your community. 

Check out the toolkit at vaccinetoolkit.phmc.org




NurseLedCare.org
Find more free continuing education opportunities
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To stay up to date on free continuing education opportunities, sign up for our newsletter at NurseLedCare.org

As a reminder before we sign off, please take some time to complete the post-webinar survey. It will pop up in your browser upon exiting. The feedback you provide is VERY HELPFUL in guiding our training content and future planning.

Please look out for an email in upcoming days with the link to receive your CE credits. 





THANK YOU
Special thank you to all our NNCC 
members who make exceptional 
nurse-led programming possible.
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NNCC is a member-supported non-profit organization. If you are not currently a member, please consider becoming one to support nurse-led care. Learn more on nurse led care dot org.
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Thank you again to our speakers and attendees. This concludes today’s webinar.
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